Extracted from the registry of the Consistory Court of Durham
In the name of God Amen I John Thirlewall of Newbegun in the
County of Northumberland Esqr being sicke of body but of perfect
and sound memory praised be God for the same Doe make and
ordaine this my last Will and Testament in manner and forme
following. That is to say, first I commend my soule into the hands
of Almighty God my Creator being fully persuaded by his holy
spirit through the death and passion of the **** Jesus Christ to
obtane full pardon and remission of all my sins and to inheritt
everlasting life my body to be buried in the Church or Chancel of
Hexham in such decent manner as by my executors herein after
named shall seem meet and convenient and as to such worldly
goods and estate as it has pleased God of his infinite mercy to
blesse me with I give divise and bequeath in manner and forme
following first I doe order that imediately after my death my
executors herein after named shall by good and honest men by
them to be chosen Apprise all my goods & chattels of what nature
or quality so ever the same be and that they shall sell and dispose
thereof to the best advantage with all convenient speed excepting
such of them as are hereby otherwise disposed of. Item my
further will and pleasure is that out of the first money to be raised
out of my said personall Estate, my debts and funerall expenses
first deducted my Executors hereafter named shall remit and pay
to my loving Daughter Ann now at Brudges the sum of One
Hundred Pounds of Lawfull money of England Item I give and
bequeath unto my nephew William Selby the sume of Five
pounds as a token Item I give to my niece Wilson wife of Mr
Robert Wilson the sume of five Pounds as a token Item I give to
my niece Dawson the sume of five Pounds as a token Item I give
to my Cozen Hugh Parke the sume of five pounds as a token Item I
give to my Grandaughter Mrs Mary Thirlewall the sume of twenty
Pounds as a token Item I give to my daughter Thirlewall wife of my

Sonn William Thirlewall two of my best kine (cows) to be chosen
by herself or order Item I give to my son in Law Arnold Burdett
two of my best oxen Item I give unto my daughter Mary his wife
two of my best cows after my daughter Thirlewall has chosen hers
Item I give to my servant Thomas Ridley the sume of twenty
pounds Item I give unto my maide Ellenore Murriman twenty
pounds Item I give unto Michael Peet Forty shillings and to his son
to whom I was Godfather Forty shillings Item whereas Mrs
Carnaby of Hexham widow is indebted to me two guineas I doe
hereby give and bequeath the same to her son Item I give and
bequeath unto my servant Thomas Jacon the sume of Forty
shillings to bind him apprentice Item I doe further give and
bequeath unto my well beloved friend Mr Ralph Ridley all that my
Messuage (an archaic term used in conveyancing) or Tenement in
Thirlewall called closehead for and during the terme of his
naturall life and after his decease to my son William Thirlewall
and the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten and I also give
and bequeath unto the said Ralph Ridley my grey colt now at
Lamsheele and as to such reall estate as I am now seized and
possessed of I do hereby give and bequeath the same in manner
following and forme following that is to say as for and concerning
all those my messuages Lands Tenaments and Hereditaments
within the Parish of Haltwhistle or within the Parish of Hexham or
elsewhere which were the estate and Inheritance of my late
Father I give and divise the same unto my well beloved sonn
William Thirlewall and his Heires for ever And as for and
concerning all those other my Messuages Lands Tenaments
Hereditaments situate lying and being within the manor of
Lordshipp of Thirlewall and Parish of Haltwhistle which have been
by me the said John Thirlewall purchased with my own money
and which are excepted in a deed of settlement made upon the
marriage of my said sonn William Thirlewall except such of them

as are hereby otherwise divised I give and bequeath the same
unto my sonn William Thirlewall for and during the terme of his
natural life and from and after the determination of the said
estate then to my trusty and well beloved friends the Honorable
Thomas Radliffe of Capheaton Esquire Edward Riddell of Swinburn
Esquire and Robert Widdrington Esquire of Boutland Gent and
theirs for and dureing the naturall life of the said William
Thirlewall nevertheless upon trust onely for him the said William
Thirlewall dureing his life and to prevent and support the
contingent remainders hereafter remitted and to make such
entrys and doe such other acts as shall be in that behalfe requisite
but not to convert any of the rents or profits of the premisses to
their or any of their own use or benefit and from and after the
decease of the the said William Thirlewall I give and bequeath all
the said Messuages Lands and Tenaments by me purchased as
aforesaid except as aforesaid unto the first sonn of the body of
the said William Thirlewall lawfully begotten or to be begotten
and the heirs male of such first sonn lawfully to be begotten and
fore default of such issue then to the second sonn of the body of
the said William Thirlewall lawfully begotten or to be begotten
and the heirs male of such second sonn lawfully to be begotten
and for default of such I give then to the third fourth fifth sixth
seventh eighth ninth tenth and all and every other sonn and
sonns of him the said William Thirlewall lawfully begotten or be
begotten severally and successively one after another as they and
every of them shall be in seniority of age and priority of birth and
of the several and Respective Heires males of the bodies of all and
every such sonn and sonns lawfully begotten the elder of such
sonns and the heires male of his body being always preferred
before the younger of such sonns and the heirs males of his body
lawfully Issuing and for default of such issue then to the use and
behoof of John Thirlewall of Ten*ay and the heirs males of his

body lawfully begotten or to be begotten or for default of such
issue then to the right heires of me the said John Thirlewall
forever Item I give and bequeath unto the said Thomas Radcliffe
Edward Riddell and Robert Widdrington as a Legacy the sum of
Two Hundred and Eighty Pounds Item I give and bequeath unto
the said Thomas Radcliff Edward Riddell and Robert Widdrington
and to the survivor and survivors of them and the heires of such
Thirlewall survivor and survivors all those my two severall
Messuages Tenaments or Farmholds situate lying and being
within the Parish of Haltwhistle and commonly called or known by
the name chappell and the Crookes Item all the rest and residue
of my said personall Estate I give and bequeath unto my said sonn
William Thirlewall and I do hereby constitute and appoynt the
said Thomas Radcliffe Edward Riddell and Robert Widdrington
sole executors of this my last Will and Testament and do hereby
revoke and annull all former and other Wills by me att any time
heretofore made and doe hereby publish and declare this to be
my last will and Testament In witness whereof I have hereunto
sett my hand and seale the twenty sixth day of January Annog
Dicd 1699 Item I and give and bequeath to my servant John
Wirkley Forty shillings Yearly for his life to be paid by my said
Executors out of my Personall estate Item I give to Mary Jayle one
good cow I desire my son may give her a house for her life with a
cows grass for her life John (scribbled symbol – possibly seal)
Thirlewall Sealed and delivered and Published and declared to be
the last will and Testament of the said John Thirlewall in the
Presence of Rous Dawson Jo Aynsley John Leonard Geo Green
(symbol)

On the 22nd March 1699 Letters of administration of the goods of
the testator were granted to William Thirlewall of Newbegin Esqr
the son and the residuary Legatee therein named he having been
first duly sworn as usual. Thomas Radcliffe Edward Riddle and
Robert Widdrington the Executors named in the said will having
duly renounced and consented that admonition with the will
annexed should be granted to the said William

